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Administrative Information 

Charity Name Harrow Agenda 21 Environmental Forum  

Status  Unincorporated association registered with the Charity Commission 

Charity No. 1071931 

Address Community Premises, 27 Northolt Road, South Harrow, HA2 0LH 

Bankers CAF Bank Ltd, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA 

Auditor Barry Hieger, 1 Broomfield House, Stanmore Hill, Stanmore, HA7 3ER 

Aims ������� � The preservation, conservation and improvement of the natural and built 
 environment of the London Borough of Harrow, and 

 ������� � The education of the public in forms of human behaviour which protect and improve 
 the environment and promote the well being of humanity and other living species.  

Policy To serve the residents of Harrow by promoting activities in pursuit of Agenda 21 

Organisation An Executive Committee oversees Action Groups pursuing specific areas of concern  

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
“Harrow Agenda 21 Environmental Forum is a partnership of community groups, individuals, schools, 
businesses and the Council committed to making Harrow a more sustainable place to live and work.” 

DEFINITION OF SUSTAINABILITY  

The ability “to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs.” (Bruntland Commission) 

AGENDA 21 PHILOSOPHY 

"Think Global, Act Local" encapsulates the philosophy of Local Agenda 21, which sprang from the Kyoto 
Earth Summit in 1996 as a follow up to governments worldwide signing up to Agenda 21 (for the 21st 
Century) at the UN Rio Earth Summit in 1992. The core concepts are environmental sustainability and 
sustainable development. 

 

Front  page: 
“Chuck Out 
Challenge” 
(left to right)
Beverley, 
Lauren & 
Daniel 
McKeon, 
Linda R, 
Sarah K &  
Sarah F, at 
the Under 
One Sky 
Festival. 

 

but can you 
spot the evil 
‘Oil  Baron’? 

‘Polar Bears’ played Musical Icebergs at our Winter Social... 
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Trustees & Post-holders 2008-2009  
 

ELECTED BY AGM IN JULY 2008 

 Chairman    Sarah Kersey (Consumer Group Chair) 
 
 Trustees    Pam Gershon (Treasurer) 
 

      Linda Robinson (Secretary) 
 

      Caroline Williams (Deputy Chair, Acting Planning Group Chair)  
       

      Don Liversedge (Founder Member) 
 

      Mick Oliver (Waste Group Chair) 
 

      Marilyn Raymond (Education Group Chair) 
       

      Mick Campbell 
 

      Mary John 
 

      Sarah Fahy 
       

      Madan Badale (Founder Member) 
       
 Harrow Council Nominees  Cllr. Marilyn Ashton (Conservative) 
 

      Cllr. Vina Mithani (Conservative) 
 

      Cllr. Phil O'Dell (Labour)  
 

      Cllr. Yogesh Teli (Conservative) 

OTHER KEY VOLUNTEERS 
  

 Administrator    Eve Swabe 
 

 Schools Newsletter Editor   Rupal Mehta 
 

 Transport Group    Brian Kerbey, Julian Maw 
 

 Waste Group     John Riches, Bernard Burns, Daniel McKeon, Heena Modi 
 

 Education Group   Bev McKeon, Margaret Atwill 
 

 Planning Group   David Summers, Richard Maylan 
 

 Consumer Group   Jon Cope 
 

Harrow Agenda 21’s Achievements since 1997 �

HA21 has come a long way since the 
Council adopted the principles of Local 
Agenda 21 as a statutory requirement in 
1996, and supported the founding of an 
Environmental Forum. 
 

Action Groups produced the 1997 Action 
Plan, which showed targets and time-
scales for a wide range of sustainability 
indicators, from housing to hedgerows.  
 

Over ten years on, we’ve been checking 
our progress against the original plan.  
Successes identified include:�

A FEW OF THE MANY MILESTONES: 
 
2001 The first of our annual Anne Swain Awards for out-

standing environmental projects in Harrow’s schools. 
 

2004 Harrow adopts the Air Quality Action Plan we pushed for. 
 

2006 Residents start to benefit from advice, grants and free 
low energy bulbs from the Energy Team we advocated. 

 

2008 Our contribution helps the council to approve and begin 
implementing a robust Biodiversity Action Plan. 

  

2009 The proportion of municipal waste recycled or com-
posted has increased to 43%, from just 9% in 1997. 
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Chair’s Report 

Secretary's Report 
My year has been filled with the 
vital background tasks of running 
the charity, most of which do not 
make for very exciting reading: 
 
EXPANDING OUR OFFICIAL  AIMS 
 

The Charity Commission at last 
sanctioned the addition of social 
and economic aspects of sustain-
ability into HA21’s constitutional 
object, as approved at the AGM 
(see Aims, page 2). This will 
empower us to be more active 
within Harrow’s business and 
community development arenas. 

NETWORKING - LOCAL  & BEYOND 
 

In addition to the Charity Com-
mission, I receive regular updates 
from Earth Charter UK, the Low 
Carbon Communities Network, 
London Civic Forum, London 21 
Sustainability Forum and others. 
Their news is linked from our 
members’ webpage and I’m also 
looking for more ways to spread it 
to our local networks, including 
resources and opportunities like 
training and events, without 
flooding our members with 
emails or pieces of paper.  

PR AND PUBLICITY  
 

We’ve been using our new Com-
munications and Media Policy in 
our attempts to publicise HA21 
locally. Despite a lack of support 
in this, so far, from the council’s 
own Communications Unit, our 
membership is swelling with local 
individuals and their groups while 
green issues are looming ever 
larger in the public conscious-
ness. All of which can only be 
good. Let’s keep it up... 
 

Linda Robinson 

After another 
productive 
year for HA21 
I’d like to 
thank all our 
volunteers 
and members 
for all their 
support in  
the last 
twelve 
months. 

 

Our first year of tenure at the 
Community Premises has 
galvanised volunteers to use the 
office space so much that the 
council has recommended us to 
apply for a designated desk, 
which will enable us to conduct 
business more professionally. 
 

The Trustees have been a 
sustained source of wisdom and 
have undertaken a mammoth job 
in reviewing the original HA21 
Action Plan produced in 1997, 
when Local Agenda 21 was in its 
initial stages. Over the past few 
months the Executive Committee 
has been very focused on HA21’s 
future direction. One result of this 
has been the 
adoption of the 
Earth Charter, 
of which 
members will 
hear more 
at the AGM. 
 

Treasurer Pam has continued to 
be the stalwart keeper of our 
finances and Linda has faced 
another demanding year as 
Secretary, rising to the challenge 
with industrious effort as always. 
Leading our Education Group for 
her third year, Marilyn R has been 
keeping HA21’s schools network 
active and promoting the Anne 
Swain Award, while Planning 
Group Acting Chair, Caroline, has 
been working with me to develop 
the Residents Associations’ 
Network. It is still a work in 
progress and I envisage a lot 
more hard work to come. 
 

In his inaugural year as Waste & 
Recycling Group Chair, Mick 
Oliver has brought new ideas and 
enthusiasm for the subject. His 
experience and contributions to 
the Executive Committee have 
also been invaluable. The Trans-
port & Air Pollution Group has 
merged into the Planning Group, 
as planning and transport issues 
become increasingly overlapped. 
 

David Summers was once again 
re-elected as Chair of Greener 
Harrow, sub-group of the Harrow 
Strategic Partnership, where he 
keeps the HA21 flag flying. I hope 
that in future HA21 can be more 
supportive of his courageous 
efforts to keep abreast of and 
respond to council consultations.  
 

I’d like again to thank HA21’s 
volunteer administrator, Eve 
Swabe, especially for her 
patience in helping to maintain 
our website, her conscientious 
efforts with the ‘In Contact’ 
newsletter and her help with 
everything at the Community 
Premises.  
 

Finally, I say a huge well done 
and thank you to all the Action 
Group members who’ve helped 
progress HA21’s core work and 
developed some really exciting 
contacts and interesting 
campaign ideas. 
 

As I feel my own time commit-
ments have limited my ability to 
chair the group effectively this 
year, it is with great sadness that 
I have decided not to put myself 
forward to stand again as Chair at 
the AGM. 
 

I wish the incoming Chair the best 
of luck and look forward to helping 
the next stage of development for 
HA21 in encouraging local sustain-
ability and increasing participation 
in local decision making as the 
Local Agenda 21 process soon 
enters a new decade.  
 

Well done to everyone and best 
wishes for the next year 
ahead! 

 
                       Sarah Kersey 
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INCOME 

  
 Funds           
2008/9 

  
 Funds           
2007/8 

  
  £ £ 

Gift Aid 18 0 

  

Grant - London Borough of Harrow 5,730 4,500 

Activities 225 0 
  
Bank Interest 204 135 
  
Donations 0 63 
  
       ”        Raffle ____0   _  37 
  
TOTAL INCOME _6,177 _4,735 
  
EXPENDITURE   
  
Allotment, equipment/seeds etc 0 66 
  
Insurance 227 226 
  
Youth Awards 0 200 
  
Software/Licences 30 0 
  
Website Hosting 309 590 
  
Office Equipment 89 0 
  
Telephone 0 154 
  
Postage & Stationery 692 1,125 
  
Sundry Expenses (inc. training) 952 638 
  
Travel __368 _   169 
  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE _2,667   3,168 

   
  
Funds as at 1st April 1,666 99 
  
Deficit/Surplus _3,510   1,567 
  
Funds as at 31st March £  5,176 £  1,666 

Treasurer’s Report      &                   Statement of Financial Activities  

Year Ending 31st March 2009 
 
Income and Expenditure 

 

Pam pays the      
bills: Eve files 

them away. 
 Monday’s a   
busy day at 

the office. 

This financial year ended 
with £5,176 in the bank — 
up on last year, thanks to 
continued spending control. 

Once again we’re grateful for 
the £5,730 Harrow Council 
grant, which is set to be 
repeated for 2009-10. 
 
No funds were given this year 
for youth awards or school 
activities; we hope the next 
twelve months will be a boom 
year for worthwhile projects 
stemming from the hard work 
of the Education Action Group. 
 
Lack of spare time meant we 
had to give up our allotment. 
You’ll also notice there’s been 
no telephone expenditure and 
postage and stationery costs 
are down. This is due to email 
communication, and because 
the new office has had access 
to only incoming calls. 
 
Sundry expenses have  
covered sending volunteers on 
training courses and work-
shops, and include a donation 
towards the autumn journal of 
the National Association for 
Environmental Education, 
which featured our schools’ 
work at the Earth Project. 
 
I wish all involved a successful 
year and hope to see more 
members at the Community 
Premises on a Monday 
morning. 

                      Pam Gershon 
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Action Group Report—Consumer 

Action Group Report—Planning 

The Ethical Consumer Action 
Group has joined forces with the 
Harrow & Brent Oxfam Campaign 
Group to build a stronger base for 
ethical consumer campaigning 
this year, holding joint meetings 
for members and working together 
on activities for Fair Trade 
Fortnight and Buy Nothing Day. 
 

We have spent a lot of time 
lobbying Harrow Council’s officers 
and Councillors to reconvene the 
steering group that was working to 
make Harrow a Fair Trade Town. 
 

Last summer we held an Organic 
& Fair Trade Food Festival with 
Harrow’s Consortium of Anti 
Racist, Refugee and Minority 
Ethnic Associations (CARRAMEA) 
along with the Harrow & Brent 
Oxfam Campaign Group. Over 
200 people attended, mainly from 
Harrow’s many ethnic minority 
communities, and tasted foods 
from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Iran, Russia and the Caribbean. 

The event was a resounding 
success and a great opportunity 
to promote the sustainable food 
message to Harrow’s diverse 
communities.   
 

Unfortunately, this year the 
Community Allotment project was 
closed as we were not able to 
recruit an allotment coordinator. 
Instead we’ve been supporting 
new and existing local horticulture 
and conservation projects around 
the borough, such as African 
Sang’s Allotment Project.  
 

We have also continued to be a 
partner group in the development 
and management of the Earth 
Project in Rayners Lane. A new 
phase of the project is about the 
regeneration of the Newton Farm 
Ecology Park and we have been 
included in the planning process 
of the space, which features a 
pond with pond dripping facilities, 
a healing garden and wildflower 
meadows.      

We still support Harrow’s Local 
Exchange and Trading Scheme,  
Pinner Farmers’ Market and the 
council’s strategy to develop more 
Social Enterprises. We are look-
ing forward to hosting film nights 
and joint events with other local 
groups, especially by taking opp-
ortunities to work with those at 
the Community Premises.  
 

Sarah Kersey 

Oxfam’s 
Jon Cope  
(left) 
pretends 
not to 
notice 
Sarah 
trying to 
knock 
Cllr. Phil 
O’Dell off 
his ice-
berg at 
the HA21 
Winter 
Social. 

Progress for this group continues 
to be slow as it has been without a 
chair all year, though we’ve been 
trying hard to secure one. Despite 
this lack of leadership, we are con– 
tinuing to network with a variety of 
organisations including the council 
and Greener Harrow, and I am 
pleased to write that things have 
been achieved. 
  

BIODIVERSITY 
 

We’ve long 
pushed for a 
Biodiversity  
Action Plan (BAP). 
One of the last councils 
to contribute to the national BAP, 
with our input Harrow has at last 
formulated a worthy plan, which 
was adopted by Cabinet in May 

2008 and will be implemented 
over the next five years. 

GREENER HARROW 
 

We’re still supporting Greener 
Harrow (see Chair’s Report), 
which informs the Sustainable 
Development & Enterprise 
Management Group. It does an 
excellent job, bringing up many 
issues and progressing various 
   strategies, such as those on 
     climate change, waste, town 
      centre development, tourism 
       and sustainable communities.    
 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

      We worked on the drafting of 
     a Sustainable Building Design 
Supplementary Planning Docu-
ment (SPD), to apply boroughwide 
in identifying ways to make new 
development more sustainable, 
including energy efficiency; use of 
recycled and sustainably sourced 

construction materials; waste and 
recycling facilities; water conserv-
ation; and prevention or mitigation 
of flooding, noise and air pollution. 
While welcome, this draft SPD 
could be stronger - vital social and 
economic elements are missing.  
The current financial crunch has 
slowed the rate of opportunistic 
development. Some of the larger 
proposals have stalled, such as 
the Leisure Centre rebuild and the 
Bentley Priory redevelopment, but 
there are still contentious plans, 
like the very tall Dandara applic-
ation at the old central Post Office. 
 
FUTURE - OUR WORK CONTINUES! 
 

Good things are happening, with 

still plenty to do. This group needs 
more members, and a new Chair.  

 

Caroline Williams, Acting Chair 
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St Teresa’s won a Green 
Flag for Eco-Schools 

Action Group Report—Transport and Air Pollution  

The year has been an interesting 
one for the Waste & Recycling 
Group. Mick Campbell stood down 
as Chair at the AGM but has 
continued to serve as a valued 
member of the Group. 
 

Harrow’s Waste Management 
Policy Officer, Andrew Baker, 
attends our meetings and brings 
good news of Harrow’s achieve-
ments on waste, with 43 per cent 
recycled or composted in 2008-9, 
one per cent above the target. 
 

EVENTS AND PROJECTS 
 

The group’s recycling and 
renewable energy stand at the 
Under One Sky festival was so 
successful that we repeated it at  
Harrow’s Climate Change Fair. 
We are developing a Time 
Capsule project (as pictured ®®®® ) 
with the Education Group, to show 
how landfilled waste decomposes 
over time, or doesn’t. 

The group has been in contact 
with Royal Mail about the red 
rubber band litter dropped in 
Harrow’s streets during deliveries. 
Although Royal Mail’s response 
was most disappointing we are 
encouraged that Keep Britain Tidy 
is now addressing this problem, 
and we are giving their efforts our 
full support. 

 

We have begun to consider 
making a film on the subject of 
“What happens to Waste” and will 
pursue this during 2009-10. 
 

STRATEGIES 
 

During the year we commented on 
the West London Waste Plan, and 
an early draft of Harrow’s Waste 
Management Strategy. As the 
year closes we are preparing our 
comments for the public consult-
ation on the latter and on Harrow’s 
Climate Change Strategy. 
 

GROUP 
 

The group was without a minute-
taker for 2008-9, but we hope this 
situation is about to change. All 
members of the Group have been 
energetic and enthusiastic, and  
I thank them for their efforts in the 
last year and look forward to this 
continuing into the coming year.  
 

Mick Oliver 

Action Group Report—Waste Management and Recycling  

Sadly, the last meeting of the  
Transport and Air Pollution Group 
(TAP) was held on Thursday 16 
October following the resignation 
of our Chair on 11 June. 
 

REVIEW AND FOLD 
 

At our August meeting, following 
a review of the capability of the 
TAP group to undertake projects 
with reduced attendance and 
volunteer resources, it was 
decided to adjourn the group 
indefinitely. This was because 
the rationale for the continued 
existence of TAP needed to be 
refreshed, as many of the issues 
it set out to address have now 
become part of the common 
agenda. 
 

WORK DONE 
 

Between April and October the 
group undertook the following 
work: 

· Lobbying Southern to retain 
the Watford to Brighton rail 
service; 

  
· Contributing to the Harrow 

Agenda 21 Membership 
Pack; 

  
· Inputting to the routing for 

Harrow’s Mass Cycle Ride 
held on 15 June; 

  
· Preparing alternative fuel 

posters and handouts, and 
distributing them to the 
public at the Under One Sky 
festival on 29 June; 

  
· Obtaining an update from 

the council about its School 
Travel Plans; 

  
· Working closely with 

Greener Harrow and 
attending its meetings. 

PLANNING  FOR THE FUTURE 
 

Last November we were informed 
that our Group was to be absorbed 
into the Planning Group. To date 
no further action has taken place. 
 

Brian Kerbey 
TAP Group Secretary 

 
Alan Blann, pictured with his wife 
Susan, stepped down as Chair of 
TAP. Thanks, Alan, for 
all you’ve done 
for HA21. 
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Action Group Report—Education  

 
Andrew Baker, Beverley McKeon 
and myself were the local judges 
for Harrow in the London School 
Environment Awards, which were 
presented in July by London 
Mayor, Boris Johnson; first prize 
went to Norbury School, second  
to St Teresa’s which also scooped 
the Anne Swain award. Unfortun-
ately the London School awards 
will no longer be available in the 
future. 
 

Three Valleys Water Environment 
Centre hosted our Summer Event 
last June, at their Clay Lane Site; 
thirty five people attended. Tea 
was laid on followed by a com-
prehensive overview of the site 
with tasters of at least two key 
activities (see below). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was suggested that our 
committee meetings be linked 
with events, in order to increase 
attendance and obtain more 
immediate feedback of group 
members’ needs; as such, the 
autumn meeting worked well, 
being a very useful overview on 
starting an Environment Club led 
by Margaret Atwill, again of St 
Teresa’s. 
 

The consensus reached for the 
spring meeting was a guided walk 
over Bentley Priory Open Space, 
led by the Volunteer Warden, 
Peter Peretti. The walk was well 
attended and, despite the 
resultant frostbite, an informative 
time was appreciated (pictured 
right). 
 

 

We will return to Three Valley’s 
for this summer’s event, with a 
visit to one of the most modern 
waterworks in Europe. 
 

Our newsletter has been circul-
ated on time termly; thanks must 
once again go to Rupal Mehta for 
her editorship, and to Prontaprint 
in Harrow, who have retained their 
very competitive printing rate. 
 

                  Marilyn Raymond 

Responses were extremely positive at our Summer Event, hosted by 
Three Valleys Water Environment Centre at Clay Lane in Bushey. 

St Teresa’s 
Margaret 
Atwill 
picked up 
a teacher’s 
award for 
Harrow at 
the London 
School 
Environ-
ment 
Awards. 

A ‘meeting’ at Bentley 
Priory Open 
Space 


