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Come along …

HA21 walk along
Heathrow Runway 3

In January the government announced its intention to extend Heathrow Airport by building a third runway to the north of the present airport. This proposal will have a severe effect on our neighbouring borough of Hillingdon and it will affect Harrow in a number of ways, and is seriously at odds with the Climate Change commitments the government has accepted.
HA21 are organising a walk along the course of the proposed runway on Saturday 7 November, so that those taking part can experience for themselves the consequences of the proposal.

The walk is 6 miles long and there are bus routes which will allow anyone to leave the walk early. There are also various possibilities for a pub lunch. 
Provisional arrangements are that we meet at the HA21 office in South Harrow at 10.30 am, drive or take the 140 bus to Hayes or Cranford Park, walk along the proposed runway through Harling-ton, Sipson, Harmondsworth and Harmondsworth Moor, and return to our starting point.
On the way we may be able to arrange access to the Greenpeace site at Sipson, or a meeting with NoTRAG. We are likely to return to Harrow around 3.30 p.m.

The walk will only be organised if there is adequate support.
To take part please contact Mick Oliver on 020 8954 4976 or micksheila67@hotmail.com
Beware

zombi£ $hopper$!!

Saturday November 28 2009 is Buy Nothing Day. It's a day where you challenge yourself to switch off from shopping and tune into life.      The rules are simple, for 24 hours you will detox from consumerism and live without shopping. Anyone can take part provided they spend a day without spending!

HA21's Ethical Consumer Group is looking for volunteers to dress as zombi£ $hopper$; together we will be zoned out zombies shuffling along the high street chanting things like BUY, BUY, BRANDS, BRANDS. Don't worry. If you don’t want to dress up you can still get involved. Any volunteers please email us on consumergroup@

harrowagenda21.org.uk
.
Action Group Updates
Waste & Recycling Group
Mick Oliver reports –

Royal Mail rubber band litter
In Contact 20 in April covered the Waste & Recycling Group’s contacts with Royal Mail on discarded rubber bands, and invited members to join in Keep Britain Tidy’s campaign.
We posted the bands we had collected from Harrow’s streets to Keep Britain Tidy. In total they received 13,000 bands and they delivered these to Royal Mail on 25 June. The response they received from Royal Mail’s management was sympathetic; it appreciates the problem – or perhaps it is more concerned with its million-pound yearly spend on rubber bands.
Has this management initiative reached the sharp end of Royal Mail’s operations? From my observations it has a long way to go – you can still see locations where bands are regularly discarded – obviously deliberately. Should we continue locally to collect and return these?
Educatiion Action Group
Marilyn Raymond reports -

Congratulations to Daniel McKeon of Nower Hill School (and a member of the Waste Group) who was chosen in the national competition, Generation Green, 11–14 years.

Congratulations also go to Pinner Wood School who won this year’s £500 Anne Swain Award.

Morrison's are giving gardening vouchers for their local schools – please collect them for us and send to us at the Community Premises.
Ethical Consumer Group
Sarah Kersey writes – 

We will be holding another Fair Trade and Organic Food Fair with the Consortium for Anti Racist, Refugee and Minority Ethnic Associations (CARRAMEA) and hope to hold it in Fair Trade Fortnight next year. Working with CARRAMEA has helped raise awareness of Fair Trade and Organic within local communities who may not have heard so much about the campaign for Fair Trade.

A further aim will to be trying to reach local restaurant owners which will help Harrow with attempting to achieve Fair Trade Town status.

If you would be interested in helping out at this event or getting involved in the planning and co-ordination, please come along to the next Ethical Consumer Group meeting or email us on consumer group@harrowagenda21.org.uk.
Now It’s Up To You!
Recycling flower pots, or not?

‘The Times’ on April 20 featured the question, “I have a shed full of plastic garden pots that I am never going to use. Will it be OK to put them out with the recycling?”

The reply covered much more space – the most useful text was “Many garden centres have pot swap schemes and depots where you can drop off plastic pots for reuse by other gardeners.”

The Harrow Garden Centre has this arrangement for pots and the trays they come on. Does anyone have any experience of other garden centres in the borough? Do you know a garden centre which uses the returned pots itself?

What we must remember is that there is a Waste Hierarchy, in order of merit: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. We are trying not to create waste in the first place, and we do this by not using things, or by using them again. 

Recycling the materials we do not need is not as good or as green as these alternatives – we should only do this if we cannot do these greener options, and we most certainly can reuse our plastic flower pots.

Action Group 

Meeting Dates

Waste & Recycling

Wednesday 25 November 7pm

Committee Room 6 Civic Centre

Ethical Consumer

Tuesday 10 November 6.30-8pm

Community Premises
Meeting Room
For your info….
HA21 has a new phone number 020 3114 6020

Did You Know?

UK Low Carbon Transition Plan

The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan plots how the UK will meet the 34 percent cut in emissions on 1990 levels by 2020, set out in the budget. We have already reduced emissions by 21 percent – equiv-alent to cutting emissions entirely from four cities the size of London.
Transforming the country into a cleaner, greener and more pros-perous place to live is at the heart of our economic plans for 'building Britain’s future' and ensuring the UK is ready to take advantage of the opportunities ahead.
By 2020:
· More than 1.2 million people will be in green jobs.

· 7 million homes will have benefited from whole house makeovers, and more than 1.5 million households will be supported to produce their own clean energy.

· Around 40 percent of electricity will be from low-carbon sources, from renewables, nuclear and clean coal.

· We will be importing half the amount of gas that we otherwise would.
· The average new car will emit 40% less carbon than now.
     The Transition Plan is the most systematic response to climate change of any major developed economy, and sets the standard for others in the run up to crucial global climate talks in Copenhagen in December.

Local Events

Duck Pond Markets

Held every month

on the second Sunday

10am-3pm at Headstone Manor

www.duckpondmarket.co.uk
What’s The Buzz.…

Waste Watchers

During August three members of HA21’s Waste & Recycling Group took part in a Waste Watchers holiday club at St. John’s Church, Stanmore*. 25 children took part, and the week’s events were led by Bev McKeon, with Mick Oliver doing props and equipment, and Dan McKeon having varied duties.

Each day included craft (some-times making models from waste), Bible stories, play outside (on dry days), a Waste Watchers drama, and ended with a pogo-stick game.

Waste Watchers was devised by A Rocha**. It told the story how a gang of yobs with their litter and rubbish trashed a park kept by an obsessively tidy park-keeper, and how in the end they cooperated to create a park which they all could enjoy. Through this we all learned that we can all reduce, reuse or recycle our waste and that by doing this we can do our part to keep the earth we have in good order.
*   St. John’s was not the only church running Waste Watchers. Holy Trinity in Wealdstone and Trinity Church in Hindes Road ran similar events this year, and Stanmore Baptist Church did so in 2008.

**   A Rocha is an environmental organisation which began as a coastal wildlife reserve in Portugal. It has since become international, and its UK headquarters is in Southall, where it created the Minet Country Park from derelict land once owned by British Gas

as part of Southall gasworks. Maybe

HA21 could visit Minet Country Park, and cooperate with A Rocha on some joint project?
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It’s Free!!

Effective Meeting Skills

TIDE Training is offering a free course to “equip you with the skills and knowledge to enable you to run meetings effectively”.
Friday 23 October, 10am to 4pm

at the Ealing City Learning Centre, Gunnersbury Lane, Acton.

For further information go to www.ealingcvs.org.uk or contact Clare Fay, 020 8280 2244 clare@ealingcvs.org.uk
Thanks to Jenny Hunt

for these useful web addresses:
Friends of the Earth:

www.foe.co.uk
Greenpeace: www.greenpeace.org.uk
Woodland Trust: woodlandtrust.org.uk/campaigns   woodlandstrust.org.uk/woods
Positive News: www.positivenews.org.uk     

Global News Education Trust:

www.globalnet.org.uk
did you know?
There are FREE events & lectures at the London School of Economics
Look at www.lse.ac.uk/events for details, but here are a few dates to whet your appetite. All from

6.30-8pm at LSE venues
27 October - Climate Change Policy: why has so little been achieved?

Speaker: Prof. Dieter Helm
17 November – Cities, Design and Climate Change.

Speakers: Profs. Saskia Sassens and Richard Sennett

19 November – The Road to Copenhagen: a global deal on climate change.
Speaker: Ed Miliband
“In Contact” Editor – Eve Swabe

admin@harrowagenda21.org

Greener Harrow
At its meeting on 6 October, David Summers was re-elected as Chair of Greener Harrow, but he desperately needs an assistant.
Andrew Baker from Harrow Council spoke about waste management and how targets have improved. However the borough must continue to reduce its landfill.
Jim Brennan of the West London Waste Authority was upbeat about the future of re-use, recycling, composting and recovery of 70% of our waste with zero waste being sent to landfill.

Dennis Vickers, Harrow Council’s Biodiversity Officer reported that four areas have been identified for updating in the Biodiversity Action Plan.

Have you seen this?

Plastic or Paper?

Searching for solutions to an over-packaged world   www.care2.com/causes/environment/blog/plastic-the-new-paper
Thanks to Heena Modi from the Waste Group for bringing this to our attention.
Eco Tips
Do you have a top eco tip to share with other members? Perhaps you can tell us about an eco book, film, website or event! Email us: admin@harrowagenda21.org
dates for your diary
Please make a note in
your diary of our
“Members’ Get Together” on Saturday, 16 January 2010
HA21’s office in Room 3 is open Monday mornings

10.30am – 1pm

Community Premises

27 Northolt Road
South Harrow, HA2 0LH
�





A message from Caroline Williams…


This is my first opportunity since I was elected again as Chair at the AGM to tell you what’s happening with HA21.


Monday morning sessions at the Community Premises are a hive of activity, so why not try to visit us then?


Communication and technology improvements


-  we have a new landline number in our office at the Community Premises


-  a new desktop computer       has been purchased


-  problems with the website have been resolved


The “brainstorming” session with a facilitator that Sarah Kersey spoke about at the AGM will be happening soon, so watch this space.


Future direction


-  Sustainability is a complex issue and whilst the environment is a major component, so are social and economic equity. These are the areas where my interests lie and which I would like to develop.


What I would like to see happening in the coming months is more of you becoming actively involved in HA21. We know that among our membership many of you have areas of expertise that could be tapped into which would be of great value to HA21, so please rise to this challenge and contact us NOW. 

















