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What’s The Buzz…
Royal Mail rubber band litter

In less responsible times a cross-country run could take the form of a paper-chase, when a leader scattered paper as he ran, and everyone else followed his trail.

  These days have gone – almost! Now you can follow your postman by following the trail of red rubber bands he scatters. Mick Oliver, Waste Group Chair writes:
  The Waste and Recycling group find this objectionable for the following reasons:
  1. We are aware of the Waste hierarchy Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and fully support it. This is a hierarchy, in order of merit. All products have to be manu-factured, which uses both energy and the raw materials the product is made from. By reusing items we avoid using energy and raw materials – sustainability, for our benefit and future generations.
  2. It is litter, which is already a big enough problem.
  3. Fast food litter is a larger problem, but fast food litter is left by the fast food companies’ customers – rubber band litter is left by Royal Mail’s employees as they carry out their normal duties, a situation Royal Mail has a chance of controlling.
  4. Litter is an offence, and single items of litter like cigarette ends, Wotsits and pastry from a 
sausage roll have resulted in prosecutions, with fines between 
£50 and £80 – Royal Mail are not considering this possibility.

 5. You can often find as many as ten rubber bands discarded in the same place (where the postman parks his car?). Single rubber bands could be dropped by accident – ten in one place can only be discarded deliberately.
  6. Harrow’s practice with autumn leaf fall is to compost it – this becomes more difficult if it is contaminated.
  We have been in correspond-ence with Royal Mail. Royal Mail is an organisation with green credentials – their Christmas mailing to all their customers had four separate statements on green issues, and they have a Director responsible for Sustainability. We were disappointed with their replies, which did not address the fundamental issue on sustain-ability, and which we found unconvincing for the following reasons. They:
  (a) promised that they would alert their local delivery office, to minimise the bands they dropped in the Chair’s street (fool the agitator and keep him quiet, never mind the wider issue of nationwide waste and litter)
  (b) stated that the bands were made from natural rubber (using a buzz word that they hoped we would welcome, hence would 
keep us quiet. Whether rubber bands are made from natural or 
synthetic rubber, they are 
compounded with many other 
materials – rubber items are pretty artificial, whichever rubber is used.)
  (c) stated that the bands are biodegradable (using another buzz word in the hope that this would satisfy us. Rubber items in the air and sunlight could deteriorate by embrittling and losing their elasticity – they will remain around as litter, and this photochemical action can hardly be described as “biodegradable”. We are surrounded by long-lasting rubber items such as tyres and erasers – surely Royal Mail are aware of these and that their claim is fatuous?)
  Our correspondence with Royal Mail is now closed, but we thought it would interest readers of “In Contact”.

Greener Harrow

David Summers, Chair writes

  Greener Harrow (GH) continues to thrive, challenge and contribute. It is regularly involved in the formal consultation process. Indeed, over the last few months, GH has been responding to a flood of consultations – Sustainable Communities Strategy, Harrow’s Climate Change Strategy, Sustainable Building Design SPD, Harrow’s Tourism Strategy, Harrow’s Waste Management Strategy, West London Waste Plan, and the Town Centre Building Design Guide SPD.

John Edwards (Divisional Director of Environment) and Andrew Trehern (Corporate Director of Place Shaping) have also presented to GH. They, other Council Officers, the Leader of Harrow Council, and Councillors including Portfolio Holders continue to support and encourage the involvement of GH in the processes which lead to the betterment of Harrow. 

  Hence it is noteworthy that a line item response to each consultation is publicly available on the Council’s website. Whilst I do not keep a scorecard, it is gratifying to note that GH’s inputs do make a difference. Better that some points are taken on board than none at all which could well be the case if GH did not exist.

  The effect of the “credit crunch” on major development projects (Town Centre, Green Belt sensitive) and the public realm (infrastructure) is regularly monitored. The status of recruiting a replacement Biodiversity Officer is also followed-up.  

  Minutes, presentations and other items related to GH can be found at:- 

http://www.harrow.gov.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?categoryID=200105&documentID=995

  We hope to soon get back to themed meetings with outside speakers. Our next meeting is 19 May in the Civic Centre.   

  If In Contact readers have questions, please pass them to me via the Editor. 
Now It’s Up To You!

Disposing of Batteries
 

  The European Batteries Directive came into force in England in September 2008. It aims to reduce the quantity of batteries going to land-fill and to encourage recycling of the materials involved. It intends to make it possible for consumers to hand in their used batteries, and for retailers to collect them. (ie it recognises that it is easy to handle and sort batteries if they are separated from general waste, but hopeless if they are not). 
  The September ‘Regs’ leave a gap - they do not include this requirement, but draft ‘Regs’ (which were out for comment till February 13) do include it. 

  This requirement is not yet the

Law, but it would be interesting to know whether shops, super-markets, DIY Centres, etc are:
· ahead of the game and already have these arrangements

· aware of the requirement and intend to do so

· not aware of it 
  Can readers let HA21 know whether they have been able to take their used batteries back to the shop where they bought them, and keep their eyes open to see how this situation changes?

   
 

Film Review
Linda Robinson reports
On Sunday, 15 March some of us attended a packed Harrow Vue cinema for the ‘green carpet’ People’s Premiere of Age of Stupid, a vision of our planet in 2055 if we remain complacent about global warming. Largely made up of current day documentary footage, it is thought-provoking and alarming. I’d urge all to see it as showings continue around the country – check www.ageofstupid.net/screenings
If enough members are interested, we could organise a screening at the Civic Centre……anyone?

Linda Robinson.
secretary@harrowagenda21.org

date for your diary
HA21 AGM

22 July 2009 at 7pm
“The Wonder of ‘Woolies’”
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Picture by Mick Campbell
Recycling Woolworth’s redundant shelf units

The photo shows a 2.4 metre by 1.2 metre garden shed at Roxeth allotments constructed, by Mick Campbell, entirely from a section of ‘Woolies’ old shelving.
Reprocessing metals is very energy intensive, so if redundant metals can be used in this way without reprocessing, then the energy saved is considerable.
Eco Digest
Have you an eco book review, a website or an event to recommend to others? Email admin@harrowagenda21.org
Top Eco Tip

Limescale in the bathroom?
On glass shower enclosures remove the worst with a DIY paint scraper then “wallpaper” the glass with sheets of vinegar-drenched kitchen roll. Leave a few hours, then remove paper and rinse down. Buff dry with a cloth.
Local Events
Grimsdyke Show

31 May
National Events
Book now for 2009

UK Aware at Olympia

17-18 April
International Fair Trade Association 

World Fair Trade Day 

9 May
Living Streets – National Walk to School Week

18 – 23 May
Love London, Love Your Planet

The Love London Green Festival is believed to be the largest annual green festival in the world. From 4 - 28 June 2009, over a hundred green events will take place across the capital, bringing communities together to share ideas and celebrate innovations. These events provide fun days out and engage Londoners in building a sustainable future for our city.
For more information http:lovelondon.london21.org
Action Group 

Meeting Dates

Waste & Recycling
27 May
Committee Room 5 Civic Centre

Do Your

Recycling Bit!
  Our Education Action Group, chaired by Marilyn Raymond, work with schools in Harrow by trying to educate and encourage young people to think about the environment. 
  The schools in turn under a ‘points for paper scheme’ are saving used white A4 paper that is then collected by The Paper Trail. The school is rewarded by being given new office paper in return. This is part of an initiative called Recycle for Learning.

  To find out more about this scheme go to www.recycleforlearning.org.uk 

  If you do not already recycle your scrap paper, please save your white A4 paper (no coloured or glossy paper) give it to HA21 and we will pass it on to the school where the collection takes place.

Did You Know?

www.harrowagenda21.org

HA21 members can access the website members’ area with a password. If you wish to have this, please email

admin@harrowagenda21.org
The HA21 office is open Monday mornings 10.30am – 1pm at the Community Premises

27 Northolt Road
South Harrow, HA2 0LH
“In Contact” Editor – Eve Swabe

admin@harrowagenda21.org
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KEEP BRITAIN TIDY SEES RED OVER ELASTIC BANDS CAMPAIGN





Keep Britain Tidy is calling on people to send red rubber bands they find on England’s streets (to arrive by 30th April) to: The Press Office, Keep Britain Tidy, Elizabeth House, The Pier, Wigan, WN3 4EX.


In early May they will send them back to Royal Mail.


For your postage refund, email admin@harrowagenda21.org, Or, you could deliver the elastic bands to HA21 and we will send them on. See the link below for more information.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.encams.org/home/newsdetail.asp?nw=310" \t "_blank" �http://www.encams.org/home/newsdetail.asp?nw=310�





HA21’s Waste Group has been ahead of the game!











Action Groups 





Your input is always most welcome


Planning Action Group


planninggroup@


harrowagenda21.org


Education Action Group


� HYPERLINK "mailto:educationgroup@harrowagenda21.org" ��educationgroup@ harrowagenda21.org�


Waste & Recycling


Action Group


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wastegroup@harrowagenda21.org" ��wastegroup@harrowagenda21.org�


Ethical Consumer


Action Group


� HYPERLINK "mailto:consumergroup@harrowagenda21.org" ��consumergroup@ harrowagenda21.org�



































HARROW NATURE CONSERVATION FORUM





Nature Reserve 


Working Park Dates





Want to help out for the day at a local nature reserve? Join working parties at nature reserves in Stanmore and Rayners Lane.





For dates, times and meeting places visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.harrowncf.org" ��www.harrowncf.org�











