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www.harrowagenda21.org
Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and here's to a Happy, Healthy, Peaceful and Sustainable 2010

A Christmas Tree With A Difference.....……!
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Update……...The Earth Charter
   Earlier this year (Mick Oliver writes) HA21 endorsed the Earth Charter* and the Earth Charter's UK Director, Jeffrey Newman explained it at the AGM. As we experience this year's UN environmental conference at Copenhagen, can we remind ourselves of the results of previous conferences, one of which was the Earth Charter?  

  The Rio Earth Summit in 1992 stimulated international action on the environment, and encouraged us all to think globally and act locally. The same summit established local Agenda 21, which HA21 is part of. 

  One piece of unfinished business from Rio and 

Come Along To……
Members’ New Year

 Get Together

“With Party Grub”

HAVS Meeting Room

7 – 10 pm
Saturday, 16 January 2010 

64 Pinner Road, Harrow

For more information or directions email admin@harrowagenda21.org
or call 020 3114 6020
RSVP
Kyoto was to create an equivalent to the United
Nations Charter of Human Rights but for the earth. 
An international group with representatives from all
Continents and all faiths, and none, was set up to do this. This work has now been completed, as the Earth Charter, and communities, local authorities and governments are invited to support and adopt it. World-wide many authorities have done this - in Britain Glasgow and Bournemouth have done so.
  The Charter supports care for the earth, by respecting its biodiversity, communities, human rights and sustainability, all aims we fully support in Harrow Agenda 21. 
   HA21 recognised that Harrow has a particularly diverse character, but that all its population can accept the universal world views expressed in the Earth Charter. Earlier this year Harrow Agenda 21 acknowledged this and agreed to celebrate this common purpose by adopting the Earth Charter.

* You can read more about the Earth Charter on www.earthcharter.org 

What’s The Buzz.…

   HA21 visits Heathrow Runway 3

  In January 2009 the government announced its intention to extend Heathrow Airport on its northern side, with an extension of the same size and capacity as Gatwick Airport has now. Five members of HA21 walked along the proposed extension, Runway 3 - this article is a summary of a larger report which is on HA21’s website www.harrowagenda21.org/18.html
  The map of the proposed Heathrow extension is shown on
http://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/media/pdf/g/1/heathrow_consultion_map.pdf
  Notrag are campaigning against the proposal – their website is www.notrag.org.uk
  We began in Harlington, which is outside the proposed extension but will be seriously affected by it, particularly the William Byrd School which is under the flightpath, in a noisy and perilous situation. 

  All of Sipson falls in the airfield extension and faces compulsory purchase and demolition, including the Heathrow Primary School (with its outstanding Ofsted report and its Walk (to school) once a Week campaign), the William IV public house, and Greenpeace’s site (our chair is one of the many co-owners).

  We crossed the rail and motorway link into the present airport. The rail link is already in a tunnel (and surprisingly there are no plans for rail access to the proposed Terminal 6 and Runway 3), which will be served by road transport alone. The new roads and diversions necessary for the new extension are substantial.

  Leaving the airfield site we reached Harmondsworth village. Its tithe barn (the longest surviving barn in England), church, and businesses will be 
surrounded on three sides by the

airport – it will remain physically,  
but will become uninhabitable and isolated.

  We crossed Harmondsworth Moor and skirted Swan Lake, a nature reserve created by British Airways when they established their new offices at Waterside.  The course of the runway is through Swan Lake, 250 yards south of the M4. Housing in West Drayton which we passed will remain occupied after the airport extension, 350 yards from the runway.
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  We then passed Cherry Lane Cemetery, which is threatened by a new perimeter road to serve the airport extension. St. Pancras Station was also built on a graveyard, but 150 years later it is still fulfilling its original role, attractively. Can we expect the airport extension, which relies on petroleum fuels and disregards “peak oil”, to still be functioning 150 years from now?
  Travel is part of our lives, we need to travel and trade, and in making the proposal to extend Heathrow the airport authorities and airlines are responding to the need they perceive. They have developed an economic case which they consider justifies expansion.

A question for BAA and the airlines 

  Does this economic case consider all the environmental costs that our walk has identified? These are substantial – and can they be calculated honestly and transparently? What is the cost and value of disturbed nights,

interrupted lessons, daytime noise, heritage, wildlife, congestion and air pollution on the ground, and isolation and demolition of communities? 

  Not to mention the wider implications of expanded air travel on the climate change commitments the government has accepted.

Questions for ourselves

  Some of our travel is in response to our wish to travel, not our need to do so. Can we choose to travel by a less damaging method, or less often?

  Is all air freight necessary? Temperate foodstuffs grown in the third world and air-freighted here undermine the ability of the country producing them to feed its own people, and our own horticulture which could produce them. 

  If we make a clearer distinction between our need to travel and our wish to travel, and are more discriminating about our trade, the “need” that airport authorities and airlines perceive could disappear, and the economic case for expansion would disappear with it. As citizens we have this choice.
Report: Mick Oliver

For your info….

GREEN PARENTING

Real Nappies

  Did you know that grants are available to Harrow residents who use real reusable nappies instead of disposable ones?
  By using real nappies, you can save money and reduce the significant environmental impact that disposable nappies have on our environment. 
  To apply for a grant contact Harrow Council on 0845 225 2600

Our thanks to Meghan Zinkewich-Peotti from the Consumer Group for this info.

Think Green:
Become an Energy Expert...
  HA21 has supported Harrow Council's Energy Team in securing funding to train 20 volunteers in Energy Awareness. If you would like to learn how to save energy, help others reduce their bills and emissions too and gain an accredited qualification at the same time, this could be for you...
  The Think Green scheme will start in January at the Civic Centre, and after the training you would be expected to visit a couple of Harrow homes each month giving face to face advice on energy savings and related information like grants. You'll be given all the materials and support you need and you'll meet regularly with the rest of the team to share your experiences and learning.
Interested? Then hurry up - there are only 20 places to fill.
  For more details see

http://harrowagenda21.org/doc/Think%20Green.doc or contact Gemma at the Energy Team on 8736 6014 or gemma.moore@harrow.gov.uk.
Local & National Events
  John Palmer informs us that there       

  is a new cycling group that has    

  monthly meetings in Harrow.

  For more information go to

  www.harrowcyclists.org.uk
 Transforming Lives: London Fair  

 Trade Diocese Conference

 16 January 2010 @ 10am
 St Stephen's Church, Westbourne    

 Park Road, London W2 5QT
dates for your diary

 Greener Harrow - next meeting

 26 January 2010, 10am-12.30pm

 Civic Centre, Harrow 
 Harrow Nature Conservation

 Forum - Stanmore Common  

 Working Party
 24 January and 27 February 2010

 Contact Simon Braidman, Warden

 020 8386 2502
 simonbraidman@hotmail.co.uk

Action Group Updates
Ethical Consumer Group

Sarah Kersey, Chair writes – 

The January meeting will be on how to create and set up a Fair Trade networking event in people’s places of worship.
Education Action Group
Marilyn Raymond, Chair writes –
The Spring Event is Thursday 18th March, a ‘Sharing Ideas’ Event at Pinner Wood School, courtesy of Beverley McKeon

phone 020 8868 2468 or e-mail
mckeonb@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk

Action Group

Meeting Dates

Please make a note in your     2010 diary
Education Action Group
Thursday, 4 February

St Teresa’s F&M School, Long Elmes
Ethical Consumer Group
Tuesday, 12 January, 6.30-8pm

Community Premises

Meeting Room
Waste & Recycling Group

Wednesday, 27 January, 7pm

Committee Room 6 Civic Centre

A Special Request….
Is there anyone interested in helping Marilyn Raymond with the Schools Newsletter?
marilyn.raymond@tiscali.co.uk

Did You Know?
Energy monitors can be borrowed from your local library…..  
HA21’s Linda Robinson has recently borrowed one and will report back to us about how easy it was to use and whether it helped her manage her energy consumption.
What Do you Know About The Link?

  When Nicholas Bradley from the Harrow LINk came to the Community Premises, I was surprised to learn other volunteers knew little about it.     Chaired by our own stalwart member, Julian Maw, the LINk (Local Involvement Network) is like an HA21 for Heath and Social Care. Every local authority has one and it brings together all sorts of voluntary and community groups and individuals to represent service users' views in the planning and monitoring of provision by the likes of NHS Harrow, the hospital trusts and, of course, the council.
  We're keen to promote involvement in shaping the right health and social care services, because sustainability can't happen without them. There are many crossover issues, from "How easy is it to get to your doctor's surgery by public transport?" to "What's being done to help disabled people access locally grown food?" And that's not to mention the sustainable building design of potential new polyclinics and health centres.
  So whether you're a carer with a chiropodist, a parent passionate about planning, a dental mental health service user or just someone who values your visiting physician, why not find out more about the LINk and how you can influence the changing face of local health services by visiting www.harrowlink.org.uk or calling Nicholas on 8863 3355. And help us link with the LINk.
Here's a festive toast to your very good heath.... and social care!
Linda Robinson, Secretary

HA21’s office is open Mondays, 10.30am–1pm. Room 3, Community Premises, 27 Northolt Road, South Harrow, HA2 0LH            020 3114 6020
Suggestions for Christmas Presents… 

or books you might like to read yourself over the holiday.

All are about waste, and the global consequences that our extravagant habits result in
Waste: uncovering the global food scandal by Tristam Stuart, Penguin Books, £9.99

  Farmers, supermarkets and consumers in Europe and North America throw away 30 – 50 % of the food they produce, while third world producers lose up to 40 % of their production through not having the facilities to store it properly. The author travels from his home in Yorkshire to Pakistan, China and Japan to explore this situation, and to identify straight-forward remedies.
Paper trails by Mandy Haggith, Virgin Books £12.99

  The author was curious about where her waste paper went from her Highland home of Lochinver, and was alarmed to find it was processed 180 miles away, or wasn’t processed but was then exported to Europe, China or North America. This prompted her to conduct a journey much like the author above, to dumps, reprocessing and illegal logging in Finland, Russia, China and Indonesia. She identifies the possibility of using other sources of cellulose than timber for paper-production, and ends with suggestions how we can reduce the 200kg of paper we each use and the 5 million tonnes of paper waste which are land-filled in Britain each year.

The Waste Makers by Vance Packard, published 1960 in hardback1963 by Pelican Books, now available from Amazon, £12.18 
  A wonderful book, years ahead of its time, which identified “planned obsolescence” as a 
problem when it was first published, and explored how America then had already depleted its own material resources and was obliged to import ever-increasing quantities from elsewhere. It foresaw that development in other countries would intensify these demands, and pretty well anticipated the problems the world faces now.
Researched by: Mick Oliver

Now It’s Up To You!

Rent a living tree and you can have the same one back year after year.

A handful of eco-aware retailers are renting out trees for December. In early January they will pick them up from customers’ homes and take them back to the farm where they were grown and will be re-planted. Customers can have the same tree year after year. The Times Saturday, 12 December 2009.

For the full article go to: www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article6954044.ece
If you do buy a real Christmas tree, don’t forget that after Christmas you can either chop it up and put it in your brown bin, or take it to Harrow Council’s Recycling Centre in Forward Drive, Wealdstone.

 
Members’ Top Eco Tips

There isn’t much that can’t be cleaned with lemon juice, vinegar or bicarbonate of soda and a little elbow grease as they did in by-gone days. So why not ditch the dodgy chemicals.

Thanks to Eve Swabe for this tip
Do you have a top eco tip to share with other members? Perhaps you can tell us about an eco book, film, website or event! Email us at admin@harrowagenda21.org
“In Contact” Editor – Eve Swabe

admin@harrowagenda21.org

What’s the nation’s favourite park or green space?
Vote for your favourite Green Flag award-winning site

  Are green spaces in Gateshead more gorgeous than in Glamorgan? Does Birmingham have more beautiful parks than Bradford? Are the cemeteries in Cheltenham more cherished than in Chelmsford?  Do people prefer to admire the allotments in Aylesbury rather than Accrington? 
  If your local park or green space stands out from the rest then visit the Green Flag Award Scheme website www.greenflagaward.org.uk and vote by going to the ‘Get Involved’ section. 
  If your favourite park or green space isn’t listed* then why not nominate it to win a Green Flag Award telling us why you think it deserves to win. The site that receives the most votes by September 2010 will receive a special award at the Green Flag Award Scheme’s annual awards ceremony in autumn 2010.
* Please note, the only Harrow green spaces to vote for so far are Canons Park, Roxeth Rec and Harrow Rec, unless someone wants to nominate somewhere else.
Extract from the December BTCV Community Network Newsletter
Another Good Idea…..
Eve Swabe writes - By chance I heard from a friend that her son is in a nationwide scheme called “Landshare”, where people whose gardens are too big for them to care for let others use the garden to grow fruit and vegetables, thereby preventing the garden from becoming over-grown. www.landshare.channel4.com/listings/by-area/Harrow
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