Harrow Agenda 21

Minutes of the Waste Management Group Meeting

Committee Room 6, Harrow Civic Centre, Station Road, Harrow, HA1 2UZ

27th January 2010, 7.00 pm
Present:

	Mick Oliver
	MO
	Chair

	Charlotte Neville
	CN
	Minute Taker

	Heena Modi
	HM
	

	Andrew Baker
	AB
	

	Keith Tarring
	KT
	

	Mick Campbell
	MC
	

	Linda Robinson
	LR
	


1. Welcome and Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Himesh Chavda, Beverly McKeon and Daniel McKeon. MO welcomed Keith Tarring to his first meeting.

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Changes agreed involving changes to numerical values and clause numbers – MO to revise and recirculate before next meeting.

3. Harrow Waste Management Report

3.1 AB reported on the revised issue, from the Mayor for Harrow

· Less waste is being generated, so more manageable loads to deal with

· Hope to reduce land occupied by waste management

3.2 AB reported on Municipal Waste Strategy, published by the Mayor for Harrow

· Strategy for waste management for late 2010 / early 2011

· Assembly draft available for 8 weeks from 18th January

· Councillors able to submit comments online

· Public consultation in summer 2010

3.3 AB reported issues with waste collection due to recent heavy snowfalls

· Waste from green and brown bins has been collected together – estimated 100 tons of compostable waste sent to landfill

· HM raised concerns whether, if snowfalls seem to be becoming more frequent, a strategic waste management plan will be put in place

· AB recognised the issue but believed heavy snowfalls to be unusual

4. Projects and Campaigns

4.1 “What Happens to Waste?” - short film about recycling in Harrow

· MO confirmed that a project brief for the film had been drafted and been open to comments from the Waste Management Group and Executive Committee

· LR suggested that the group could aim to display the film on screens in the main Harrow Post Office and around the Civic Centre; judge target audience accordingly

· Discussed using generic film from an MRF (Material Reclamation Facility), as difficulties in organising own filming, MO had been unable to find other recycling associations with appropriate material and MC had found no footage with any further detail when asking MRFs in the USA, France and Belgium

· MC reported that Deboral Grey from West London Composting might be working on a film about recycling – MC to forward her phone number to MO

· AB added that Viridor Recycling had left contact details, and he would contact them

· Reiterated that the aim of the film was to inform people in Harrow about what happens to their waste and recycling in order to engage their cooperation and good will

· Discussed who would be appropriate to film footage; HM suggested that contact from Manchester would be willing to travel for filming further afield than Harrow Cine and Film Society might wish to

· Discussed organising the film as a story following a person’s waste from breakfast, e.g. teabag and juice carton, through waste and recycling processes – MC suggested highlighting how cartons could be recycled and return to a breakfast table as clean cartons with fresh contents

· MO agreed to prepare a general plan so that partners for filming  and editing can be finalised, and costs can be calculated

4.2 Batteries

· Distributors obligated to provide recycling facilities from 1st February – members report successes, having seen recycling boxes in local Waitrose and Currys

· AB suggested aiming to get report in local paper

4.3 Rubber Bands

· MO reported sending 300g of bands collected from Harrow streets to Stanmore Royal Mail Delivery Office

4.4 Food Waste

· Possible liaison with consumer group

· Sensible shopping and confusion over sell by dates and how to use leftovers highlighted as main problems

· AB suggested an event at Under One Sky 2010

· CN suggested recipe cards

· LR suggested a competition for the best recipes showing how to use leftovers

· Re-education of public – HM suggested posting information in school newsletters, MO in church magazines

5. Chair report on Realliance conference “Revaluing Resources”

· MO questioned whether there were any furniture collection or timber recycling organisations in Harrow, similar to those which had received positive reports at the conference

· Possible training opportunities, or employment for school leavers – will consider discussing with Education Group

· LR suggested publicising a Friends of the Earth scheme encouraging householders to repair broken, or reuse old, items

· HM suggested writing an article

6. Matters Arising

6.1 Tyres

· HM presented web addresses of companies which provided information about recycling tyres: www.credenv.com, www.recycle-more.co.uk, www.tyrecollection.com
· LR found that at least one company would only collect tyres if the number was 50 or more, and had concerns about access for larger vehicles – LR suggested setting up a point for the public to leave old tyres at the Waste Centre / dump

7. Any Other Business

· HM suggested organising future agendas so that questions to AB can be asked immediately after his report. 
 

8. Arrangements for Next Meeting

7PM on 31st March 2010 in Committee Room 6, Harrow Civic Centre


Action Points

Mick Oliver

· To recirculate revised minutes from previous meeting

· To prepare a general plan for the short film about recycling in Harrow

· To make enquiries about a trip over the summer to a recycling facility

Mick Campbell

· To give MO telephone number of Deborah from West London Composting

Andrew Baker

· To contact Viridor
