Harrow Agenda 21
Minutes of the Waste & Recycling Group Meeting
Committee Room 6, Harrow Civic Centre, Station Road, Harrow, HA1 2UZ
30th March 2010, 7.00 PM 

Present: 

	Mick Oliver
	MO
	Chair

	Himesh Chavda
	HC
	Minute Taker

	Linda Robinson
	LR
	Secretary, Harrow Agenda 21

	Daniel McKeon
	DM
	 

	Beverly McKeon
	BM
	Pinner Wood School

	Mick Campbell
	MC
	South Harrow & Roxeth Residents’ Association

	Himesh Chavda
	HC
	Minute Taker

	Evelyn Donald
	ED
	 


1. Welcome and Apologies
Apologies for absences had been received from Andrew Baker (AB) and Heena Modi (HM). 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting, on the 27th January 2010, were considered, and the following amendments were made:
· 3.1 1st line amended to “AB reported on the implications of the Mayor of London’s waste strategy:”
· 3.2 1st line amended to “AB reported on Harrow’s municipal waste strategy:”
· 4.4 5th bullet LR replaced by HM.
2. The amended minutes were then approved by the group, and corrected minutes for the meeting of 25.11.09. were noted. 

3. Harrow Waste Management Report 

1. Questions from the members on London Borough of Harrow’s waste activities.
· Unable to be delivered, as Andrew Baker not present. 

Action point: MO to request written report from AB if he cannot attend. 

4. Projects and Campaigns for 2009-10 

1. What happens to Waste?
a. The group discussed the time of day when blue/green/brown bin waste is produced. Breakfast time seems to be when the most waste is created.   However dinner time is creates a considerable amount of waste as well - there is more pulp from fruit and veg.
b. MO stated that although some of the waste may go into the blue bin, a lot of it won’t.  We must get people to discriminate between the different wastes more accurately.
c. LR mentioned that tenants in her household did not understand how to separate waste indoors and therefore made them take it out to separate it into the correct bins.  People argue that there is a lot of overlap between the green/blue/brown bin waste and separation becomes a cumbersome and confusing task.
d. MC pointed out that if waste is not separated properly upon creation and is, instead, put into the green bin, the waste needs to be sorted later (at a MRF) or it goes to landfill.  This increases cost for the Council.
e. During the filming of the “What Happens To Waste” DVD, it would be advisable to have a dialogue, e.g. between household members to explain how the waste should be correctly separated and disposed of.
f. MO mentioned that Recycologic have a Compactor cupboard-mounted recycling bin, which was advertised at the Ecobuild event, which we could demonstrate on the DVD.  See www.recyclogic.com.  This shows how the 3 different types of waste can be separated and disposed of as it is generated in the kitchen.
g. ED asked how people in flats recycle their waste, as the above Recyclogic product would be of significant use there.  MO confirmed that Harrow were struggling with recycling facilities in flats.  Harrow’s flat recycling matters had been discussed at previous meetings.
h. LR mentioned that Friends Of the Earth (FOE) are asking electoral candidates what their plans are for recycling in flats.
i. It was discussed that the DVD should contain an illustration of how different people currently dispose of waste; showing good and bad practices.  We would edit in a “RED cross” against bad practice and a “GREEN cross” against good practice.  
j. LR suggested taking different footage to cover different scenarios to target different audiences.
k. MC confirmed that a big reason to do this video was to enable people to understand that waste will go to landfill or be exported unless it is separated properly. 

(BM and DM left at 19:40.  They confirmed they were happy to help with the DVD) 

l. MO mentioned that we could include a conversation or scenario where a disabled or elderly person needs assistance with waste disposal from a neighbour, friend or relative.  The conversation or narrative could deal with the point that Harrow has a service to assist those less able people with waste disposal.
m. It was discussed that the group required AB’s input as regards filming.  
n. Bottle recycling was then discussed.  Glass bottles used to be manually separated at MRFs.  Before green bins were in use, people were encouraged to use bottle banks to dispose of glass bottles.  LR confirmed that Harrow still had bottle banks in place.  MC stated that separating glass bottles was expensive.  Kerbside collectors used to separate the glass on collection. 
o. Steel cans are now separated in MRFs using magnets and aluminium  by “eddy current separation”.
p. MRFs separate different materials by size, density and manual sorting.
q. ED stated that people were sceptical as to what happens to their waste.  

Action Point: It was discussed that we need to find out from AB which MRF Harrow uses for its different waste. 

r. MC confirmed that if waste in exported, then it is paid for by the customer.  It is not shipped for the purpose of recycling.  
s. It was noted that problems have arisen with people who have been disposing of contaminated waste and labelling it as “normal” waste.  Big companies have been heavily fined.
t. ED queried what happens to waste after it goes through the MRF. MC confirmed that all of the end product is used for something – e.g. glass may become insulation. 

Action Point: MO to follow up on specific questions we need an answer to in the “What Happens to Waste?” project brief – e.g. how to we film what happens inside a compacting lorry? 

u. MC circulated 2 DVDs which showed the recycling process from collection to end product at Bywater MRF and Valorplast MRF (in French).  We can edit some footage from these DVDs into HA21’s DVD. 

Action Point: MC to confirm – do we have permission to use this footage? 

v. As final points it was mentioned that a new member of HA21, Alan Booth, who has experience of video editing would assist MC with the project.  Timescale:  would like to have the DVD ready by 27 June 2010 in time for the UnderOneSky event. 

2. Batteries – obligations on distributors – members’ observation on retailers’  actions to date – implementation to date
· MO stated that shops who sell batteries are now offering recycling. 

3. Food Waste
a. MO stated that the April copy of the In Contact Newsletter (issue 24) refers to a competition by HA21 for recipes using leftover food. 12 July 2010 is the entry date.  The group need to decide on rules for the competition and prizes.
b. ED suggested the competition should target the older population who are more likely to know about recipes from leftovers – due to conservation habits from earlier years. 

Action Points:  MO to prepare a notice regarding the competition. ED to ask John Lewis, Waitrose, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s etc. if they would be able to donate prizes / advertise the competition. 

c. LR suggested that the group needs to get together to select the winner. Consider the use of community centre premises. 

4. Under One Sky
a. MC confirmed that Under One Sky was at early stages. HA21 had agreed to manage the Ecology tent.  Marquee was 70 ft x 30 ft, which the Council will provide.  There will also be a stage and audio equipment as the tent will be used for classical music – 2 groups had already been booked to perform live classical music.
b. There were concerns about the use of the word “Ecology”; whether it correctly identified the tent and its purpose.  No other name was agreed upon.
5. Royal Mail – proposal to end rubber band campaign
· MO emailed Cllr Susan Hall, to state that HA21 had made no progress on this campaign, but suggested that Harrow Council could prosecute where the offence was persistent. 

5. Ecobuild 

1.  MO reported items of interest to the waste group that he had seen during his visit to Eco-Build on March 2:
· Eco-sheet – fair-faced plastic board, manufactured from mixed waste plastic, used as an alternative to plywood for fencing construction sites and shuttering (there are few uses for mixed plastics – bottle plastics do get separated in a MRF but there are few plants capable of separating the others, and no markets for them).
· Vinyl flooring – industry is able to take back offcuts from large installations, for reprocessing – rather than it going to waste. (Material lifted from an existing site in refurb work is always contaminated with adhesives and the base it was stuck to – can only go to waste).
· Carpets – industry can reclaim backings and fibres for reuse or alternative uses.
· Much current building work in London is refurb rather than new construction – offers a lot of scope for recycling for carpets – does it happen?
· Envirochannel produce drainage channels for roads and carparks from recycled plastics and limestone powder – appeared equivalent performance to concrete but lighter to handle.
· Recyclogic produce a cupboard-mounted recycling bin/compactor which enables you to separate your recycling at the sink. Have always thought that “segregate, don’t sort” would be a good slogan to make recycling easy – this product would enable you to do so.
6. Group visit to recycling/composting facility 

1. Visits to various facilities were discussed:
· Harefield West London Composting – most likely to visit this site
· Viridor – can visit the Beddington Waste Management facility, but not the Crayford site.
· Grundon – Colnbrook site does have a visitor centre.  (Noted that incineration, process at this site, is low on the waste hierarchy.) 

2. Date: During the working day – first week in August 

Action Point: MO to put details of intended site and date of visit into In Contact and the summer education newsletter.  

7. Matters arising not covered by the agenda items 

None 

8. Any other business 

1. After some discussion: 

Action Point: MO to circulate calling notice in good time, and to circulate the agenda closer to the date of the meeting.  

9. Dates and venues for later meetings in 2010:  

July date to be discussed in May meeting, 29.9.10. (room 3), 24.11.10. (6) 

10. The Meeting closed at 9.05 p.m. 

Next meeting to be held in Committee Room 6, Harrow Civic Centre, May 26 at 7 p.m.

