Harrow Agenda 21

Minutes of the Waste & Recycling Group Meeting

Committee Room 6, Harrow Civic Centre, Station Road, Harrow, HA1 2UZ

30th September 2009, 7.00 PM 

Present: 

	Mick Oliver
	MO
	Chair

	Charlotte Neville
	CN
	Minute Taker

	Linda Robinson
	LR
	Secretary, Harrow Agenda 21

	Heena Modi
	HM
	Grove Estate Residents’ Association

	Daniel McKeon
	DM
	 

	Beverly McKeon
	BM
	Pinner Wood School

	Mick Campbell
	MC
	South Harrow & Roxeth Residents’ Association

	John Hollingdale
	JH
	Harrow Friends of the Earth

	Phiroza Gan
	PG
	Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe

	Peter Barnes
	PB
	In attendance - Harrow Cine and Video Society


 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies

1. Apologies for absence had been received from Himesh Chavda (HC) and Cllrs Susan Hall, Julia Merison and Eileen Kinnear. Evelyn Donald of HA21’s Consumer Group (who is taking part in Trinity Church’s Waste Watch project) had also been invited but was unavailable.

2. Andrew Baker absent.

 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

1. Minutes of the previous meeting, on the 27th July 2009, were considered, and the following amendments were made:

Item 10 – initials are “FCDL” for the Federation for Community Development Learning, rather than “FEDR”.

Item 11 – bins were not delivered until 11.55 at Under One Sky, and there was no evidence of labels at all.

Item 14 – after “oversight in” add “not” – “oversight in not producing”. 

3. Waste Management Report

1. Unable to be delivered, as Andrew Baker not present.

2. MO had circulated a report of conferences he had attended.

 

4. “What Happens to Waste?”

1. MO had sent a blank project brief via email with the Agenda, but only MC reported to have received this.

2. Group discussed creating a video, entitled “What Happens to Waste?. DM suggested filming waste collection in Harrow, and waste separation at the Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) in Willesden, but it was agreed that permission to enter a MRF and film was difficult to obtain. BM reported that West London Composting (WLC) at Harefield allowed still photography and had a PowerPoint presentation they would be willing to send to interested groups, and suggested inquiry as to whether MRF had similar. MC would check availability of footage from Harefield. MC gave the number of Deborah Grey, from WLC, to MO. BM added that householders sorting waste should be filmed, emphasising use of blue bins. In discussions on the practicalities of filming at MRFs HM suggested writing to local newspapers, BM explained the health and safety position – “not geared for visitors”, and MO proposed asking a trade association on MRFs for generic footage. MO stated that a DVD from Bywaters MRF* in Docklands which was being circulated round the group showed the process in general respects. BM stated that the Closed Loop MRF in Dagenham was open to visitors. PB felt that destinations far outside of Harrow would be too far for Harrow Cine and Video Society (HCVS) to travel to film. MC offered to ask for footage from a contact who worked at an MRF in Belgium.
3. MO was sure AB could be persuaded to allow filming of everything under Harrow’s control and provide contact details for all the waste destinations. MC suggested filming flytipped waste which was destined for landfill. DM suggested filming landfill sites. BM suggested highlighting possibility of donating old furniture etc. to St Luke’s Hospice, as alternative to flytipping. 

4. Further discussion on possibility of making new films – MO could not confirm budget. It was suggested that the group’s film could be shown in school assemblies, school open evenings, teacher training courses, churches, buses, Friends of the Earth meeting. HM also asked if it would be possible to show it to Cater House, who provide hot lunches for many Harrow schools, and do not have a good recycling record. BM envisaged a tie in with Three Valley’s Environment Centre at Clay Lane in Bushey.

5. PB offered to put proposals to the HCVS at its meeting in November. He said that volunteers might be willing to go to outside areas, as long as costs were not too high. MO agreed, but did stress that footage should be as closely related to Harrow as possible. MC felt that more time would be required for editing than for filming. PB thought the film should be no more than ten minutes long so could not cover everything. MO envisaged three separate films for different waste streams.

6. PB left. It was discussed whether someone outside HCVS might be willing to film further afield, where there might be more opportunities. MO said that other suggestions made previously had not been local and the group had to be careful not to show bias in favour of personal contacts. Sarah Kersey had suggested HCVS. Footage could be relayed to the Society for selection and editing. Others could be asked to contribute once the project brief had been prepared.

7. MO agreed to draft a project brief for filming, and send copies to the group via email and by post to John Riches.
 

* recognised that Harrow do not use Bywaters. 

5. Under One Sky and the Canons Park Open Day 

1. These past events were discussed, and it was agreed that a wider HA21 presence should be seen in the future. This could be aided by links with other groups. MO to report this to the next Executive Committee meeting – including the need for more support from outside the Waste Group.
2. BM had looked into purchasing bins online – 50cm high (39 litres) available for £13 in blue or grey but not brown, although a grey one could be painted. BM agreed to further research prices and sizes of bins, and purchase.
 

6. Time Capsules

1. MO suggested a step by step guide for schools on how to begin and bury a time capsule. DM offered to provide photos of burying a time capsule.

2. HM willing to look into purchasing trays for time capsules, and also suggested publicising the idea at a science coordinator meeting.

 

7. Batteries

1. All members asked to keep an eye out for battery “take back” schemes, which should be mandatory for retailers by February 2010.

2. HM’s enquiries had revealed no local facilities – only Curry’s in Watford had a battery recycling scheme. MO reported that he was writing an article for In Contact and would prepare a related press release for the Harrow Times.

8. Food Waste

1. MO proposed a project on food waste, referring to national press coverage. HM suggested contacting supermarkets and looking for ways to stop people overbuying. MC suggested raising awareness about use-by dates, and when it was necessary to get rid of food. MO suggested linking a scheme to upcoming harvest festivals in different faiths. JH claimed that there were festivals in various religions, and also in British history, related to using up stored food, and suggested links with those. PG felt it was important to educate people about how to store food to prevent it going off. MO to contact the Consumer Group in relation to possible project.
 
9. Rubber Bands

1. MO reported that 13,000 had been collected as part of a Keep Britain Tidy campaign, and had been sent to the Royal Mail. A report had also been sent for the next HA21 newsletter.

 

10. Response to Windsor and Maidenhead Proposals to Reward Householders for Recycling

1. This was discussed by the group, but rejected as a recommendation for Harrow.

 

11. Matters Arising

1. Item 21. BM, DM and MC had seen the DVD. MO to circulate.
2. Item 23. JH confirmed that he was not in contact with LSX (London Sustainability Exchange). MO reported that HC had received no response from Sarah Kersey on this. Possible that JH referred to Jenny Hunt (another member of HA21).

3. Item 32. MO informed the group that plastic flowerpots were collected at Harrow Garden Centre, and that this was to be reported in the HA21 newsletter.

 

12. Any Other Business

1. DM informed the group that energy saving light bulbs were on sale for 5 for 50p in Lidl.

2. LR asked if anyone knew how to dispose of car tyres. MO to email Andrew Baker.
3. JH asked who the day-to-day manager of waste disposal in Harrow was. He would find out from AB

4. MO recommended that group members view a Powerday video on http://www.powerday.co.uk/contact/view/18/41/

5. MO raised the issue of a compostable nappy company with incomplete information available. MO to email the company for more details.
 

13. The Meeting closed at 9.10

Next meeting to be held in Committee Room 6, Harrow Civic Centre, 25th November at 7 p.m.

